
Brief Biographies for Speakers Honouring Pope Francis on World Environment Day 
 
Emeritus Professor Desmond Cahill, OAM 
Prof Cahill, a distinguished RMIT University academic of Intercultural Studies, has pioneered cross-cultural, 
immigrant, and interfaith studies for nearly five decades. Educated in Australia and Italy, he was elected 
Moderator of the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace on October 22, 2021. 
 
Uncle John Lochowiak  
Kaurna Elder, Chair of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Commission. He personally met 
Pope Francis and held deep discussions with him while attending both recent Plenary Council Meetings in Rome. 
 
Maria E Crespo 
From Argentina, Maria met Pope Francis several times in her work with the United Religions Initiative (URI) over 20 
years. She has recently been appointed as the URI Director of Growth and Network Vitality. 
 
Rabbi David Rosen KSG, CBE 
Co-President, Religions for Peace International and an Interfaith Peacemaker. He was Chief Rabbi of Ireland 
(1979–1985) and International Director of Interreligious Affairs for the American Jewish Committee 2001-2024. 
He continues to serve as Special Interfaith Advisor to the Abrahamic Family House in Abu Dhabi. 
 
Theresa Wainas 
A Papua New Guinean born Baha’i living in Melbourne Australia. The Papua New Guinean Baha’is released a 
statement on the passing of Pope Francis. 
 
Alyn Ware 
Of Quaker heritage, Co-founder, Transnational Working Group on Values, Faith-based Perspectives and Global 
Governance (Interfaith TWG). 2009 Right Livelihood Award recipient, international nuclear disarmament and 
peace campaigner. Alyn met Pope Francis at a Vatican nuclear disarmament conference. 
 
Philippa Rowland 
A Mahayana Buddhist, Philippa Rowland has been President of the Multifaith SA since 2016 and Chair of 
Religions for Peace Australia since 2023. An agricultural scientist, she worked for 12 years to improve the 
management of pesticides and protection of biodiversity and the environment in farming systems. 
 
Kanti Jinna OAM 
Vice President, Hindu Council of Australia and Past President of the Hindu Temple & Cultural Centre of the ACT. 
Awarded the Order of Australia for his service to the multicultural community of ACT, Kanti is a member of the 
Royal Commonwealth Society, where he served as President for two years.  
 
Professor Mehmet Ozalp 
A prominent Muslim community leader and respected professor of Islamic studies, Mehmet Ozalp co-founded 
the Affinity Intercultural Foundation to foster intercultural/interfaith harmony in Australia. He is Founder and 
Director for the Centre for Islamic Studies and Civilisation at Charles Sturt Uni and ISRA, the Islamic Sciences 
and Research Academy, editor-in-chief of the Australian Journal of Islamic Studies and author of 48 publications 
incl 6 books and is leading the creation of a Museum of Islamic Art in Sydney.  
 
Jacqui Remond 
Leadership and Service, Integral Ecology at the Australian Catholic University and Co-Founder of the Laudato Si’ 
Movement. Jacqui personally met Pope Francis four times, served as Director of Catholic Earthcare Australia for 
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference for ten years, including spiritual formation, advocacy and research..  


