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Flagship Project REPORT 

Protecting Vulnerable Communities: A Flagship Initiative for Children, 

Minorities, the Wounded, and Flood-affected People in Bangladesh 

 

1. Introduction This report presents an overview of the Flagship Project initiated by the 
Religions for Peace (RfP) Bangladesh Chapter in collaboration with the Asian Conference of 
Religions for Peace (ACRP). The project aims to support vulnerable communities, particularly 
schoolchildren affected by floods, victims of July-August 2024 political unrest, ethnic minorities 
facing discrimination, and communities requiring immediate relief and rehabilitation. 

 
Meeting with ACRP regarding Flagship Project 

2. Background and Justification Bangladesh faces multiple challenges, including frequent 
floods, socio-political instability, and discrimination against minority groups. In 2024, severe 
flooding devastated regions like Feni, Noakhali, Khagrachari, Gaibandha, and Sherpur, leaving 
many families homeless and struggling for survival. Moreover, post-August 2024 political unrest 
led to increased violence against Hindu minorities and other vulnerable groups. The RfP 
Bangladesh Chapter, with the support of ACRP, has taken the initiative to address these critical 
issues through education, medical aid, psychosocial support, and economic empowerment. 

3. Project Objectives The Flagship Project aims to: 

 Identify flood-affected people, children, and minority groups impacted by the violence 
that occurred in July-August 2024. 
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 Provide essential school supplies to flood-affected children to ensure uninterrupted 
education. 

 Deliver immediate relief, including food, hygiene products, and financial assistance, to 
affected families. 

 Offer medical and psychosocial support to children and families traumatized by both 
natural disasters and social unrest. 

 Promote community awareness and interfaith harmony to combat discrimination and 
violence. 

 Conduct advocacy efforts to influence policy changes for stronger minority rights 
protections. 

4. Project Period: The project is scheduled for a six-month implementation period. (October 
2024- March 2025) 

5. Project Implementation Parts: The implementation of the project has been overseen by: 

 Religion for Peace, Bangladesh (Dhaka Wing and Chittagong Wing) 

6. Project Management Committee: The core management team includes: 

1. Principal Sukomol Barua, RfP Bangladesh 
2. Professor Sukanto Bhattacharjo, RfP Bangladesh 
3. Professor Dr. Md Rafiqul Islam, RfP Bangladesh 
4. Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed, RfP Bangladesh 

7. Implementation Activities 

After receiving funding from Religions for Peace, Asia, the core committee held online meetings 
to map out the project’s implementation in accordance with the proposed plan of action. Under 
the guidance of Reverend Dr. Shinohara, General Secretary of Religions for Peace, Asia, the 
committee decided to distribute the project funds equally between the two wings (Dhaka Wing 
and Chittagong Wing). This division ensures efficient resource allocation and maximum impact 
on the target communities. 

Through coordinated efforts, this initiative played a crucial role in addressing the immediate 
needs of affected populations and laying the groundwork for long-term community resilience and 
interfaith cooperation. 
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8. ACTIVITIES BY THE DHAKA WING 

 

Religions for Peace, Bangladesh (Dhaka 
wing) held an executive meeting to 
discuss the implementation of the project 
under the leadership of Principal 
Sukomol Barua, President of RfP 
Bangladesh (Dhaka). General Secretary 
(Dhaka) Professor Dr. Md Rafiqul Islam 
commenced the meeting by 
congratulating General Secretary of RfP 
Asia Reverend Dr. Shinohara and 
expressing gratitude for his generous 
support for the people of Bangladesh. 
Professor Dr. Md Rafiqul Islam presented 
the project plan and key issues to the executive committee and sought their suggestions on how 
to implement the project effectively. During the meeting, a small committee was formed, 
consisting of three members—Mr. Amanullah Khan, Anzan Das, and Robert Saimon Gomes—to 
oversee the project's implementation in remote areas. This committee was tasked with preparing 
a list of flood-affected people in the Comilla, Feni, and Noakhali districts.At the conclusion of 
the meeting, President Sukomol Barua delivered his presidential address (Executive meeting held 
on 26 December 2024 at China Kitchen, Hatirpool, Dhaka).  

 

8.1 Relief distribution among the flood-affected people: 

As per the objectives of the Flagship Project, Religions for Peace, Bangladesh (Dhaka wing) 
distributed relief and financial assistance to flood-
affected people in the Comilla and Feni districts. A 
significant number of people were impacted by the 
floods in these areas. However, a small committee was 
dedicated to identifying the most severely affected and 
needy individuals. 

To enhance the effectiveness and visibility of the 
program, the committee took several initiatives to make  

 



           Religions for Peace Bangladesh 

RFPBD 4 
 

 
 

the event more organized and engaging. As part of this effort, Religions for Peace, Bangladesh, 
designed special caps for the executive committee members and the recipients of the relief and 
donations. To ensure smooth distribution, the committee prepared a structured list of recipients. 
From this list, 150 individuals were selected to receive relief and financial assistance. The 
committee distributed relief to 150 
families.  

On January 25, the committee visited a 
remote area and distributed relief. In 
Noakhali, a small program was 
organized, attended by a committee 
from Religions for Peace (RfP), 
Bangladesh. The local community also 
extended their support in distributing 
the relief. Our executive members—
Ahmed Salim Reza, Delip Barua, 
Amanullah Khan, Robert Saimon 
Gomes, and Anzan Das—actively 
participated in the program, ensuring 
its successful execution. Their dedication and collaboration were instrumental in making this 
initiative a success, and they deserve special recognition for their efforts. Some of the recipients 
of the relief are presented here in the picture. 

8.2 Recipients of relief in Noakhali District 

 
 Relief recipient from the Noalhali district 
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 Relief recipient 

The relief distribution committee also visited Laksham Comilla and Feni to distribute the relief 
among the flood-affected people (See Images).  

 
Relief distribution on Laksham, Comilla 
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Media Coverage 

The relief distribution in these districts gained significant attention from journalists. Several local 
and national newspapers widely covered the news. Below are some photos from the event: 

Bangladesher Alo, a local newspaper, published that Religion for Peace, RfP Bangladesh, distributed 
relief among the flood-affected people in Feni.  

 
Time News24 highlighted that Religion for Peace, Bangladesh has distributed relief among the flood 

affected people. 
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Amar Desh, a National Daily published the news of relief distribution of RfP Bangladesh 
 

8.3 Financial Support to Victims of July-August Political Unrest 

As part of its commitment, Religions for Peace (RfP), Bangladesh (Dhaka wing) provided 
financial assistance to those injured and affected by the July-August 2024 political conflict. The 
victims, primarily young individuals, were injured during protests against the government.A 
small committee, in consultation with the President and Secretary of the organization, prepared a 
list of the affected individuals and ensured that aid was distributed accordingly. The financial 
assistance distribution program was led by Mr. Amanullah Khan, Ahmed Salim Reza, Anzan 
Das, and Dilip Barua. See the images from the program below 

 
July-August 2024 Victim 
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July August Victim 

 

 
Donation given to a victim 

 
The Religion for Peace, Dhaka wing distributed financial assistance to 50 injured students and 
young people.  

Media Coverage  

Local and National media duly paid attention to the financial help giving program organized by 
Religion for Peace RfP, Bangladesh. Some of the news links are given bellow:  

1.https://www.bd-pratidin.com/city/2025/03/02/1090970. 
2.https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-
%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-
%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-
%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87
%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5
%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-
%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-
%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-
%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-
%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ  

https://www.bd-pratidin.com/city/2025/03/02/1090970
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
https://www.facebook.com/61571099286454/videos/%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AC%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%AD%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9D%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7/978889480878214/?rdid=81vISSHGNf7LCeMQ
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9.  ACTIVITIES AND IMPLEMENTATION BY CHITTAGONG WING 

The Executive Committee of Religions for Peace Bangladesh convened on two significant 
occasions—October 17, 2024, and January 11, 2025—to discuss and implement key initiatives, 
particularly the Flagship Project. These meetings, presided over by senior leadership, 
underscored RfP Bangladesh's commitment to supporting vulnerable communities affected by 
natural disasters and socio-political unrest. 

 
The Executive Committee of RFP Bangladesh held on convened on 17 October, 2024  

 
The October 2024 meeting, held at the Chattogram Elite Club Conference Room in Chittagong 
city, was presided over by Professor Dr. Sukanta Bhattachajee, President of RfP Bangladesh 
(Chittagong). Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed presented the ACRP approved flagship project titled 
"Protecting Vulnerable Communities: A Flagship Initiative for Children, Minorities, and Flood-
Affected People in Bangladesh." The Executive Committee reviewed and endorsed the project.  
 

The January 2025 meeting, held in Chattogram, was chaired by Professor Dr. Rashida Khanam, 
Executive President of RFP Bangladesh, and focused on refining the project’s implementation 
strategy. The meeting emphasized relief distribution, educational material support, and 
psychosocial assistance for flood-affected communities in Feni and Khagrachari. Additionally, 
motivational programs will be conducted alongside relief activities. To ensure smooth execution, 
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an Action Sub-Committee was formed, led by Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed as Convenor, with 
Professor Jashim Uddin, Mr. Biswajit Barua, Ms. Tapu Chowdhury, Mr. Faruk Taher, and Ms. 
Mukta Chakraborty as members. 

These meetings marked crucial steps in realizing the Flagship Project, reinforcing RfP 
Bangladesh’s dedication to humanitarian aid, interfaith collaboration, and advocacy for 
marginalized groups. 

9.1 Distribution of Educational Materials  

As part of the flagship initiative, RfP Bangladesh Chittagong wing distributed essential school 
supplies, including school bags, notebooks, pens, and pencils, to students in flood-affected areas 
such as: 

 Choungrachhari Government Primary School, Mahalachhari, Khagrachari. 

 Birinchi area, Feni.  

These events were attended by dignitaries, including Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed, Secretary 
General of RfP Bangladesh (Chittagong), and various local educational and social leaders.  

Details of the distribution of educational material: 

With the support of the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace (ACRP), the Religions for 
Peace (RfP) Bangladesh Chapter has launched a Flagship Project to help schoolchildren in flood-
affected areas of Chattogram Division, especially in Khagrachari and Feni. As part of this 
initiative, hundreds of students in Choungrachhari Government Primary School in 
Mahalachhari,Khagrachari, and the Birinchi area of Feni recently received school supplies, 
including school bags.   

The Choungrachhari area in Mahalachhari, Khagrachari, was badly hit by recent floods, leaving 
many families struggling. While some food aid reached them, children lacked basic school 
supplies. To support these students, RfP Bangladesh, with the help of local representatives, chose 
Choungrachhari Government Primary School for the distribution. On the scheduled day, children 
eagerly gathered at the school and were overjoyed to receive new bags, notebooks, pens, and 
pencils. Their teachers and parents also expressed their gratitude. After distributing the materials, 
RfP Bangladesh leaders held an interactive session with the students, teachers, and parents to 
inspire and encourage them.  

Several dignitaries attended the event, including Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed, Secretary General 
of RfP Bangladesh (Chittagong) and Professor at the University of Chittagong; Rafiqul Islam 
Khan, Primary Education Officer of Mahalachhari Upazila; Susthita Barua, Head Teacher of 
Choungrachhari Government Primary School; Bishwajit Barua, Treasurer of RfP Bangladesh; 
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Faruq Taher, Organizational Secretary and Journalist; Jiten Barua, Journalist and RfP 
Bangladesh’s Khagrachari Chapter Representative; Chingla Mong Chowdhury, Poet and Cultural 
Activist; Mukta Chakraborty, Executive Member of RfP Bangladesh; Jaymala Barua and 
Mongchanu Marma, Cultural Activists, along with other teachers and guests.   

  
School supply distribution and children’s excitement at Choungrachhari, Mahalachhari, Khagrachari, 
organized by ACRP and RfP Bangladesh Chapter.   
 
Meanwhile, Feni District also faced one of the worst floods in recent history, causing severe 
damage. The Birinchi area in Feni Sadar Upazila was one of the worst affected. A group of 
young social workers under the initiative Project Birinchi conducted a field survey to identify the 
most affected children and has been actively providing relief. With the help of Project Birinchi, 
RfP Bangladesh Chapter distributed school supplies to children in Birinchi on February 6, 2025.   

Attending the event were Professor Dr. N.H.M. Abu Bakar, Former Secretary General of RfP 
Bangladesh; Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed, Current Secretary General (Chittagong); Professor 
Md. Jasim Uddin, Executive Member of RfP; Ariful Amin Rizvi, Editor of Dainik Feni; 
Bishwajit Barua, Treasurer and Cultural Activist; Faruq Taher, Organizational Secretary and 
Journalist; Saima Lubna, Co-founder of Project Birinchi and BRAC University Student; and 



           Religions for Peace Bangladesh 

RFPBD 12 
 

 
 

Radia Ahmed, Peace Activist and University of Chittagong Student, among others. A discussion 
session was also held to motivate and support the children.   

 
School supply distribution and children’s excitement at Choungrachhari, Mahalachhari, Khagrachari, 
and Birinchi, Feni 

School supply distribution and children’s excitement at Birinchi, Feni 
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Discussion session at Birinchi, Feni, organized by ACRP and RfP Bangladesh Chapter. 
 

 Discussion session at Choungrachhari, Mahalachhari, Khagrachari, organized by ACRP and RfP 
Bangladesh Chapter 
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Media Coverage 
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9.2 Community Dialogues and Awareness Campaigns & Support for Ethnic and Religious 

Minorities: RfP Bangladesh organized multiple dialogue sessions, including: 

9.2.1 Journalism for Peace in Communal Issues: A discussion held in Chittagong, where 
journalist Omar Kaiser emphasized the role of responsible media in promoting interfaith 
harmony. Details of the dialogue is as follows:  

Dialogue on "Journalism for Peace in Communal Issues"  

Every religion promotes a message of peace. It is important to respect and tolerate different beliefs to 
create a harmonious society. On the other hand, hatred and intolerance between religions lead to 
instability and unrest in communities. Attempts to use religion as a weapon for division increase conflict 
and violence, making it harder for society and the state to be secure and prosperous. In this situation, the 
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media has a crucial role in promoting peace and harmony. Responsible journalism about communal issues 
can help prevent attempts to disrupt peace. 

The main speaker at the dialogue, titled "Journalism for Peace in Communal Issues," was poet and 
journalist Omar Kaiser. This event was held on Saturday, October 26, at the Seniors Club in Chittagong, 
Bangladesh. It was organized as part of a flagship project under the Asian Conference of 
Religions for Peace (ACRP).   

The dialogue was chaired by RFP Bangladesh Chapter President Professor Dr. Sukanta Bhattacharya and 
led by Secretary General Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed (Chittagong). Omar Kaiser delivered the keynote 
speech, which was introduced by journalist and reciter Faruk Taher. Other speakers included members of 
the RFP Executive Committee, such as Professor Ranjit Kumar Dey, Professor Dr. Rasheda Khanam, 
Treasurer Bishwajit Barua, Joint Secretary Tapu Chowdhury, journalist Sheikh Golamunnabi Zayed, and 
Al Rahman. 

The main speaker Poet and journalist Omar Kaiser at the dialogue titled "Journalism for Peace in 
Communal Issues" 

Musical performances were given by Mishkatul Momtaz Mumu, a teacher at Chittagong University and a 
member of the Executive Committee. Readings from sacred texts were presented by journalists Faruk 
Taher, Mukta Chakraborty, poet Bishwajit Barua, and Teresa Irene. 

Omar Kaiser shared his experiences and examples from Bangladesh, stating that the country has long 
been a place of harmony. However, recently, some people have tried to disturb this harmony through 
division and religious fanaticism. He believes this is mainly due to political issues, as certain political 
ideas have heavily influenced ordinary people. 
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He raised concerns about the state of independent journalism, suggesting that we do not have a 
completely free environment for reporting news. However, he emphasized that the truth will always come 
out, whether it involves religious or political matters. 

 
Participants of the dialogue "Journalism for Peace in Communal Issues" 

 
Other speakers highlighted the important role journalists play in fostering inter-religious harmony. They 
noted that newspapers and journalists are vital for building and maintaining peace among different faiths. 
The more a country supports independent journalism, the more developed and modern it can become. 
The event included a minute of silence for Abul Kalam Azad, a senior journalist and Executive 
Committee member, who passed away unexpectedly. Many journalists from print and electronic media 
joined the dialogue. 

Media Coverage: 
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9.2.2 Faith Perspectives on Climate and Peace: A session that highlighted religious 
teachings on environmental conservation and the impact of climate change on global 
peace. The detail of the event is as follows:  

All Religions Emphasize Harmony between Humanity and Nature 

 
Speakers at a dialogue organized by Religions for Peace (RFP) Bangladesh Chapter highlighted 
that _"all religions emphasize the importance of maintaining harmony between humanity and 
nature, viewing the Earth as a sacred trust. Human-induced climate change poses a serious threat 
not only to the environment but also to global peace. It leads to resource scarcity, intensifies 
natural disasters, and contributes to conflicts and displacement." 

The event, titled “Faith Perspectives on Climate and Peace,” took place on Tuesday, March 11, 
2025, at 'Gorba' Restaurant, MM Ali Road, Chattogram. It was organized as part of a flagship 
project under the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace (ACRP).   

Participants at the "Faith Perspectives on Climate and Peace" dialogue organized by RFP Bangladesh 
Chapter. 

Key Discussions: The keynote speech was delivered by Professor Dr. Rashida Khanam, a retired 
professor from the Department of Political Science, University of Chittagong (CU). She 
emphasized the significant role of religious leaders in addressing climate change and promoting 
peace. _"Protecting nature is both a moral and spiritual responsibility," she stated. _"Religious 
teachings encourage compassion, justice, and cooperation, which are essential for sustainable 
living and social harmony. Religious leaders can raise awareness about climate change, advocate 
for fair policies, and foster peace through dialogue."   
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She also highlighted teachings from Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Taoism, Jainism, 
and other faiths, stressing that religious leaders can influence policymakers to promote justice 
and sustainable development. She noted, "Interfaith collaboration can help tackle the climate 
crisis, ultimately supporting both peace and environmental protection." 

      
Professor Dr. N.H.M. Abu Bakar, former Secretary General of RFP Bangladesh, delivering a speech  

 

Distinguished Participants: The event was presided over by Professor Dr. Sukanta 
Bhattacharya, President of RFP Bangladesh (Chittagong) and a professor in the Department of 
English at CU. The session was moderated by Professor Dr. Masum Ahmed, Secretary General 
of RFP Bangladesh (Chittagong).   
 

Other notable speakers included:  Professor Ranjit Kumar Dey, retired professor, Department 
of Accounting, CU;  Professor Dr. N.H.M. Abu Bakar, former Secretary General of RFP and 
former Chair, Department of Philosophy, CU; Dr. Sucharita Basu Niyogi, researcher; Vice 
Principal Debopriyo Barua; Biswajit Barua, poet and KAFCO official; Journalist Suman Barua   

Additional Attendees: Several peace activists and representatives from different faith 
communities also participated, including Faruk Taher, Organizing Secretary, RFP Bangladesh 
Chapter; Reverend Kanchan Barua, Executive Member, RFP Bangladesh Chapter; Teresa Irene, 
Executive Member; Jaymala Barua, Peace Activist; Eli Rani Barua, Peace Activist; Sharmistha 
Talukdar, Peace Activist; Umme Salma Nijhum, Cultural Activist   

 



           Religions for Peace Bangladesh 

RFPBD 22 
 

 
 

Media Coverage: 

 
News covered by (from left) The Daily Suprobhat Bangladesh, The Daily Chattogram Pratidin, and The 

Daily Samakal 
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10. Monitoring and Evaluation 

 The project implementation team, led by Professor Dr. Md Rafiqul Islam and Professors 
Dr. Masum Ahmed conducted field visits to assess the effectiveness of interventions. 

 Beneficiary feedback was collected to evaluate the impact of educational support, 
medical aid, and economic assistance. 

 Continuous engagement with local stakeholders ensured transparency and accountability. 

11. Budget and Financial Management 

 The total budget for the project was $10,000, allocated across various activities, including 
educational materials, financial assistance, relief distribution, and advocacy efforts. 

 Financial reports were prepared to ensure proper utilization of funds. 

12. Conclusion and Recommendations The Flagship Project has successfully provided critical 
support to vulnerable communities, promoting resilience, education, and interfaith harmony. 
Future recommendations include: 

 Expanding the initiative to other affected regions with a larger funding base. 
 Strengthening partnerships with governmental and non-governmental organizations. 
 Implementing long-term educational and economic empowerment programs for sustained 

impact. 

The successful execution of this project demonstrates the commitment of RfP Bangladesh to 
humanitarian efforts and peacebuilding in Bangladesh. 

 

 

Report:  Prepared and sent by 
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