
Report of the Asia & the Pacific Interfaith Youth Network



APIYN LEADERSHIP

• Moderator:
Dr Renz ARGAO (Philippines)

• Deputy Moderator:
Mr Yusuke SAITO (Japan)

• Secretary General:
Mr Shameer RISHAD (India)

• Deputy Secretary General:
Mr John MEDINA (Philippines)

• Partnerships Officer:
Ms Gasun HAN (South Korea)



Report of

ACCOMPLISHMENTS



APIYN STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 
YOUTH PROGRAMMING

The APIYN Completed and 
Implemented the Strategic Plan 
for Youth Programming aligned 
with ACRP’s Flagship Project on 
Advancing Youth Leadership

A USD 10,000 was allocated by the 
ACRP for the implementation of 
the Strategic Plan



THE ASIA INTERFAITH YOUTH PEACE CAMP

The Seoul Peace Education
Center has committed to
support the APIYN in the annual
conduct of the Asia Interfaith 
Youth Peace Camp, a gathering 
of Asia-Pacific Youth to discuss 
issues that affect the youth.



2022 ASIA INTERFAITH YOUTH PEACE CAMP

Asia Youth as Peacebuilders
05-08 February 2023
Manila, Philippines

Attended by ~60 Youth Leaders from 
12 countries

Sponsored by: ACRP Seoul Peace Education 
Center
Hosted by: Religions for Peace Philippines
Co-Hosted by: University of Santo Tomas 
Senior High School and the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints



THE APIYN YOUTH ASPIRATIONS STUDY 

To understand what the youth 
expects from APIYN

20 Members from 7 National 
Chapters participated in the first 
phase

Top three strategic goals that 
youth want to work on are: 
Promoting Peaceful Just and 
Inclusive Societies, Advancing 
Gender Equality, & Nurture a 
Sustainable Environment



APIYN SELECTED TO PRESENT A WORKSHOP AT 
THE 2023 PARLIAMENT OF THE WORLD’S 
RELIGIONS IN CHICAGO, USA

The APIYN Proposal for a 
workshop on protecting the 
environment was selected for 
the 2023 POWR in August 2023.

APIYN is the only regional youth 
network of Religions for Peace 
to present a workshop, together 
with the International Youth 
Committee.



APIYN LEADERSHIP AT THE FOREFRONT

Dr Renz ARGAO, APIYN Moderator/Chair, was 
appointed as a Member of the World Health 
Organization Strategic and Technical Advisory 
Group on Infectious Hazards (STAG-IH) with 
Pandemic and Epidemic Potential for a 3-year term.



APIYN LEADERSHIP AT THE FOREFRONT

Mr Shameer RISHAD, Secretary General of APIYN, has 
been selected as United Network of Young Peacebuilders 
(UNOY) Asia Youth Advocacy Team Member & United 
Nations Office of Counterterrorism Youth Engagement 
and Empowerment Program Fellow 



APIYN GRANT & YOUTH JUMPSTART FUND

APIYN is launching the APIYN Grant to provide a 
funding of USD 1,250 to two projects from the 
national youth networks.

APIYN will also launch the Youth Jumpstart 
Fund, a micro-grant project that will provide USD 
250 seed funding to ten capacity building 
programs from national youth networks.



G7 HIROSHIMA SUMMIT PRAYER AND 
SYMPOSIUM BY RELIGIOUS LEADERS

On 10 May 2023, the APIYN Officers 
attended and led a prayer at the G7 
Hiroshima Summit Prayer and 
Symposium by Religious Leaders 
hosted by WCRP Japan.

Dr Renz Argao, Moderator, spoke 
on the nexus of disarmament and 
climate action.



WCRP JAPAN YOUTH COMMITTEE 
50th ANNIVERSARY

On 13 May 2023, the APIYN Officers 
joined the celebration of WRCP-J 
Youth Committee’s 50th Founding 
Anniversary in Kyoto, Japan



APIYN LEADERS RETREAT & PLANNING 
WITH ACRP SECRETARY GENERAL

On 11-12 May 2023, the 
APIYN Officers held a
retreat, meeting, and
planning with the ACRP
Secretary General, Rev Dr 
Shinohara, in RKK Kyoto, 
to discuss the plans for 
the APIYN and Youth 
projects of ACRP



APIYN STATEMENT FOR THE
G7 HIROSHIMA SUMMIT

On 10 May 2023, the APIYN Officers 
adopted and issued the statement: 
Peace Through Peaceful Means: A 
Call to G7 Hiroshima Summit 
Leaders to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons in line with the G7 
Summit in Hiroshima.



OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

▪ Launched APIYN FPCC campaign on 
Child Rights, collecting videos from 
members in support of child rights

▪ Formed first permanent committee of 
APIYN, held two meetings to develop 
projects and programs 

▪ APIYN Officers participated & were 
involved in the planning of the Manresa 
2022 Forum: At A Crossroads



THE ASIA-PACIFIC YOUTH JOURNEY TO THE
ACRP 50TH ANNIVERSARY



On 11-12 May 2023, during the APIYN 
Retreat, the APIYN Officers formulated 
The APIYN 2026 Agenda with the 
guidance and support of Rev Dr 
Yoshinori SHINOHARA, ACRP Secretary 
General. 

The APIYN 2026 Agenda is a three- year 
plan for APIYN’s Global Flagship Projects 
leading to the 50th Anniversary of ACRP 
in 2026.



The Agenda was inspired and deeply 
influenced by the APIYN Officers ‘ visit to the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial on 10 May 2023





2023 – 2024
Youth Action on 

Disarmament

2024 – 2025
Youth, Peace, 
and Security

2025 – 2026
Youth

Empowerment
for the SDGs



Action Plan for Each Campaign:

▪ Inaugural Conference on the Campaign

▪ Online Video Campaign to spread awareness and collect 
online signatures and pledges for a petition related to the 
campaign

▪ Interfaith Day of Prayer and Action with all ACRP National 
Chapters



Action Plan for Each Campaign:

▪ The APIYN Grant and Youth Jumpstart Fund Projects will be 
selected based on the priority campaign for the year 

▪ Culminating Activity of each campaign during the Annual 
Youth Peace Camp

▪ Culmination of the APIYN 2026 Agenda during the ACRP 50th

Anniversary Celebration or the 10th General Assembly



2023 – 2024: Youth Action on Disarmament

▪ APIYN Online Conference on Disarmament
▪ 28 October 2023, 04:00 PM (Tokyo Time)

▪ Asian Youth Petition to Asia-Pacific Leaders to commit to 
disarmament and to sign and ratify the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)

▪ Interfaith Day of Prayer and Action on Disarmament and Ban 
of Nuclear Weapons

▪ Asia Interfaith Youth Peace Camp in Hiroshima in August 2024



Call for Nominations

APIYN Office-bearers 
due to some vacancies



Call for Nominations

▪ We request National Chapters to nominate a 
candidate who can serve as Communications 
Officer of APIYN.

▪ We also request National Chapters to
nominate a youth leader who can serve the 
vacant seat in the International Youth 
Committee – representatives from Asia

▪ Please send nominations to 
rcargao@argaocenter.com
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