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This report for 2016 — 17 has been prepared foAtireual General Meeting (AGM) of the Australian pher

of Religions for Peace in Canberra (June 4th) andhie annual executive meeting of the Asian Camfee of
Religions for Peace in Beijing on 19- 27 May, 2017. The past twelve months since the sedustdric
Annual General Meeting in Canberra for the firshds outside Melbourne following its founding in
Melbourne in the very early 1970s has been chaiaeteby the further structural consolidation oé tRfP
Australia network and some very worthwhile actegti Religions for Peace Australia has still notnbee
successful in establishing a chapter in Westerntralis. Unfortunately, the proposed visit by theirt&se
Committee of Religions for Peace could not take@laecause last minute changes in the visitingdsdbe
made it impossible.

Public Addresses:

This past year’s activity has been very much stmact around scholarly and publishing activity tbgetwith
many other peace-promoting activities. At the 2@&Irthual General Meeting in Canberra, the customary
address was given by Rt. Rev. Stephen Pickard,uéxecdirector of the Australian Centre for Chiastity
and Culture orProspects for Religious Freedom in Multifaith and Secular Australia. In recognition of the U.N.
World Interfaith Week in February 2017, Professmnrd Warhurst, Emeritus Professor of Political Sceeat
the Australian National University, at the Austaali Parliament House in Canberra, to an audience of
politicians, diplomats and interfaith activists exaed the separation of religion and state, sugygshat the
Australian model, in contrast to the French and. Wn8dels, was a minimalist model which, among many
other initiatives, allowed the government fundingBuddhist, Christian, Jewish and Islamic schod\i.
religious groups are permitted to apply for fundorge they have the capacity and the registeradhées to
staff any proposed school. New Islamic schools Heageto confront Islamophobic opposition but thesMu
leaders have won every case in the courts in litle Awstralia’s commitment to religious freedom.

The N.S.W. chapter in Sydney has been very activlalding regular forums at the New South Wales
Parliament House in Sydney on many issues durieglth month period, focusing on religious structures
including the structures of the Jewish, Shia Iskamd Buddhist structures in Australia while in Vig#g to
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celebrate U.N. World Interfaith Week, Emeritus UNES Professor Gary Bouma presented an address on the
trial induction program for newly arrived clergy cameligious personnel who are permitted to emigtate
Australia under a special category of the Australilamigration program to serve their religious coonmities.
Religions for Peace Australia continues to lobhyit® permanent extension.

Publications

2016 saw a major publication by our current RfPtAal&m secretary, Dr Sue Ennis, a English languageher
with the Australian Multicultural Education Serviavho published her study B&ligion, Spirituality and the
Refugee Experience in which she showed that at every stage of tredirgee experience the Horn-of-Africa
refugees were helped and guided by their religif@ith. The book was launched in November 2016 by
Professor Gillian Triggs, president of the AusaalHuman Rights Commission. Another smaller RfRdvia
publication, funded by the Victorian Multicultur@ommission, looked at multifaith chaplaincy in #ie
various sectors: armed forces, prisons, police, rgamey services, airports, ports, hospitals, sahool
universities, ethnic communities and youth. It higjited the changing role of chaplaincy and thettushile
service they provide.

Army Chaplaincy

In February 2017, the head of the 175 chaplaitkarustralian Army, Brigadier Glynn Murphy, appcbad

the chair of Religions for Peace Australia for sissice and guidance in transitioning to a moreucaily

diverse army reflecting the demographic compositbrustralia and to a multifaith chaplaincy comniag

chaplains drawn from the major world faiths otheart Christian. In the last 20 years other comparabhies
have begun making this transition but not the Aalistn Army. This is an ongoing project involvingtho
regional seminars across Australia and strategicrphg conferences.

Website

Our website \ww.religionsforpeaceaustralia.org)ahrough the daily work of our webmaster, Chrisried,

continues to expand even further than in past ydais accessed by people from around the worlth e
highest number coming from the United States anmaCHt continues to highlight items of interesbrir
across Australia and from around the world.

State and Territory Affiliates

Our state chapters and affiliated bodies have meedlaactive. The Tasmanian chapter sponsored agption
the recognition of the Aboriginal peoples, not taashe prologue to the Australian constitutiots. $piritual
activism was further enhanced by a seminar withAhstralian Religious Response to Climate Changd,ita
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has linked more strongly into the local parliamentnd university networks.

The Victorian chapter has been working in managhng transition to a new way of teaching religion in
government primary schools though it has requirelih@nishing of such teaching. Its leaders joinedders
of other faiths, including the Muslim faith, withd leadership of the Victoria Police Multifaith G, in the
traditional Christmas Carols Service after the gmloiled a terrorist attack on St. Paul's Anglicaathedral

in Melbourne, so as to show solidarity with the Acan community. It also has been helping to suptioe
26 local government multifaith networks and theefworks in regional and rural Victoria though gavaent
funding for these networks has been declining.

Links with the Centre for Interfaith and Culturalalbgue at Griffith University in Queensland haveeh
further strengthened through Dr Brian Adams whaceasfully organized the first and second G20 Iatérf
Summits in Australia and Turkey alongside the nmgetif the world’s political leaders. Unfortunatelye
Chinese Government did not sponsor a similar G2@Qifdith Summit in 2016 but several Australians eer
able to attend a replacement academic conferendgeijng which represented a great opportunity for
Chinese scholars of religion to meet with theirmeuparts from many different countries. The Quésrd
affiliate has also been holding roundtable disarssion religious perspectives on human rights lietys
and on promoting multiculturalism and religiousetaince and is working to develop an organizational
structure for the Faith Communities Council of Queand. It co-sponsored an Iftar dinner with theshin
community and sponsored a public symposium on dome®lence against women and children among
many other activities. The Multifaith Associatioh@outh Australia has been revamping itself in otdemeet
the new challenges.

In its small but significant way, RfP Australia hpkyed its role at national and State/Territoryels in
working for interfaith and multicultural harmony & country where 43 per cent of the population &f 2
million are either immigrants or have at least paeent who was born outside Australia. With its sibit
has continued to provide a very welcome serviceonbt nationally but internationally.

IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN OF ACRP

Religions for Peace Australia has been fully suppenf the ACRP Strategic Action Plan that floweat of

the 2014 Incheon Assembly under the guidance oStwetariat. Whilst Australia has addressed mauig o
aspects, it has begun to engage systematicallythiplan. It has been liaising with the Royal Cassion

on the Institutional Responses to Child Sexual &basd also has been opposed to the practice af chil
marriages which are against Australian law. Throtighmany and varied activities, Religions for Rehas
been engaging in a range of activities promotirigrieligious harmony and social cohesion and sthemgng

its own organization through action plans.



Conclusion

The past year was saddened by the unexpectedidddtibourne of our multicultural education co-ardior,
Joyce Rebeiro (1942 — 2016), who had served Rekgfor Peace very well over many years. Her passing
was widely mourned, especially in Melbourne’s seedistern suburbs. An Anglo-Indian born in Kolkastiae
was a social justice and multicultural activilter ever quiet poise and dignity and her effervescent
friendliness with her open smile were always a gift to family and friends. Her capacity to work
diplomatically and sensitively together with her astuteness, her organizational skills and her

long experience in government and community work will be sorely missed.

| want to thank all the executive members acrosstralia in our national organization and affiliated
organizations for their support and great workeesadly our secretary, Sue Ennis, and the officleds in all
our branches and affiliates. | also want to thdrk ACRP Secretariat in Tokyo because ACRP is betwgpmi
more professional in its operation. Our work is aripnt and is part of building a multicultural aimterfaith
society and a peaceful and harmonious world.

Desmond P. Cahill (Prof.),
Chair, Religions for Peace Australia.
May 2017.



