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INDIA is a founder member of WCRP and ACRP. Thersewf our interest and commitment in multi-
religious approach to finding solution to humanipeons springs from the age-old traditions and belie
in “Sarva Dharma SmabhavdEqual respect for all religions) — an ancientddimprinciple going back
to the Vedic times. “Unity in Diversity” is India’ national creed. “Ahimsa Paramo Dharma”
(Nonviolence is the Ultimate Righteousness) isay&ither ancient exhortation, still reverberatind an
echoing the ethos of India. Respecting and uphgliiase civilizational values, our secular, demicra
Constitution guarantees equal right to all religioiso, believers of all the world religions liogéther

in India from ancient times to the present in fe&harmony and flourish and progress without hitch
or hindrance.

WCRP/ACRP in India continued to engage itself imiaas activities to promote peace, interfaith
harmony, amity and understanding among people scetigious communities and social divides.

Most of our members are associated with several §)G€lucational institutions, civil society
movements, Gandhian organizations, and thus a deahbf our work is done through networking. We
conduct programs on our own and often jointly incggation with those institutions and groups with
common and identical aim and objectives.

CAMPAIGN FOR “VIOLENCE-FREE INDIA":  Being a vast, complex and diverse country, India
faces many daunting challenges. Among them are#reace of increasing violence and terror caused
by religious extremists — both internal and externand the Maoist insurgents. They have become a
constant threat to peace and peaceful coexistertceraerly democratic process of development and
progress. Itis a matter of serious concern ta@éaving people everywhere. Small sections opjeo
with vested interests are deliberately manipulatglmious and sectarian sentiments as well asoci
economic backwardness to rouse passions, leadicmnfbict, violence and terrorist acts.

To counter this, some of us who are committed todh&n values of peace and nonviolence and
democracy, have come together and started a nhieweh campaign for &Violence-free India”
(“Himsamukt Bharat) for the past few years. This is an on-going paogand we are continuing with
this campaign.

CONFERENCE ON CONFLICTS AND VIOLENCE AND DIALOGUE: As part of the Violence-
Free India campaign, we organized a two-day Inteynal Peace Conference on the theifRmm
Conflicts and Violence toDialogue, Reconciliation, Development and Peaten 2 and 3 February
2015 at Baliaghat Gandhi Ashram in Kolkata. Abdd@ &cholars, peace and social activists, joursalist
artists, women and youth from different parts afithand abroad attended the Conference.

SHANTI SENA/PEACE CORPS: We have been organizing “Shanti Sena’Peace Corps. Shanti
Sena means unarmed peace army. Shanti Sena witrisenof student and non-student youth as well
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as adult citizens trained in Nonviolence and inceeluilding and peace-keeping. Qualification to
become a Peace Volunteer (Shanti Sainik) is tofaéeence and commitment to Nonviolence under all
circumstances. The task of such Peace Volunteg¢oshslp restore and maintain peace and normalcy
whenever and wherever conflicts and violence occur.

CAMPAIGN FOR MINISTRY OF PEACE: Another program we are engaged in is an on-going
campaign to establish a Ministry of Peace in thegdoment to exclusively promote peace and harmony
in the country. We believe that if there can bMdinistry for War/Defence, why not one for Peace?
This is part of a global campaign to set up suchidtiies in national governments across the globe t
reduce militarisation and to promote global peace.

PEACE CLUBS IN SCHOOLS: Due to various factors, including exposure todtess violence in
films, on television, video games, etc., childreml@ecoming increasingly aggressive and often gelul

in violent activities. This is of great concerndeeryone. To inculcate moral values of toleranat an
understanding among children and promote harmorgousxistence and acceptance of diversity and
plurality by children, we have persuaded the camegreducation authorities to start Peace Clubs
(Shanti Kendras) in Schools and other educatiowsdititions in some parts of the country. Thigiag

is also an ongoing program. This program is linkedtially to Recommendation No. 4 of th& 8
Assembly Declaration, namely Peace Education.

ANTI-CORRUPTION CAMPAIGN: Endemic corruption has become a major political social
issue in India. Corruption adversely affects ecoieqrogress and the poor are the worst victimse T
result is continued deprivation, persistence ofgmtyvand backwardness and denial of social and
economic justice particularly to the poor. The CBociety, which is a major force in India, has ibee
currently engaged in a relentless campaign demgradiitable legislation by Parliament to createeStat
and national-level Ombudsman (Lokpals, as we fathicheck and root out political and adminisirati
corruption at all levels. We are part of this arttiruption campaign.

INTERFAITH MEET FOR RELIGIOUS HARMONY: An Interfaith meeting for “Religious
Harmony” was held at Agnel School in Greater NOIRAsuburb of Delhi, on 2BApril 2015. About
400 people, including students, attended the mgetiganized also to celebrate thé"Hirthday of
Swami Sushil Maharaj, a venerable Hindu religiceeder. The various religious leaders who spoke,
exhorted the people to maintain religious and $d@amony for progress and peace. Fr Bento, one of
our EC members, has organised this programme.

2015 ASIA-PACIFIC INTERFAITH YOUTH NETWORK (APIYN) YOUTH CAMP: The Asia-
Pacific Interfaith Youth Network (APIYN) Youth Cam@015 was held in Cambodia from 7 to 10
December. The theme for the camp was “Multi-religidy outh Action to Overcome Violent Religious
Extremism.”

The objectives included preparing an Action Pladewelop national and local level interfaith youth
networks in respective countries and to launch Gatiamn Interfaith Youth Network under the Inter-
religious Council (CIC).

The camp was hosted by ACRP Seoul Peace EducaéinteiCand co-hosted by Religions for Peace
Asia (ACRP) in partnership with Korean ConferenéeReligions for Peace (KCRP), Religions for
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Peace International, and Cambodia Inter-religioosril (CIC). The camp was sponsored by Korean
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism.

Dr R. Anitha, youth leader, represented India g @amp.

The opening ceremony of the Youth Camp began witlilemt prayer for the victims of religious
extremism and refugees all over the world.

Dr Sunggon Kim, Chairperson of ACRP Seoul Peacec&titin Center, inaugurated the Camp. Rev.
Yoshitaka Hatakeyama, Secretary-General of ACRR, Rgoichi Sugino, Rev. Taesung Kim were
among those who addressed the participants inatimp.c

Discussions, visits to various religious sites amaseums, teaching local school children about the
culture of other countries, voluntary community iabservice and presentation of cultural programs
were among the highlights of the Youth Camp.

The Declaration issued at the end of the Campdstiduat “it is our religious imperative to combat
violent religious extremism. Though we proclainr oeligions to be those of peace, we must also
recognize a shameful truth: many have and contim@eemmit violence on behalf of our faiths.”

PROTEST AGAINST HATE SPEECHES AND MINORITY BASHING: With a Hindu Right
Wing government in power in India now, we are wisiag a kind of majoritarian dominance creeping
in to our polity. Some members of the ruling pahgve been making derogatory and hateful
statements/speeches against religious minoritresyding icons like Mother Teresa and Mahatma
Gandhi. There have also been attacks on politiisaidents and places of worship of minorities. Of
course, all these have been roundly rejected amdichu condemned by vast majority of people,
including by us in WCRP-ACRP, on mainstream mediavall as in social media.

I mention this here because it is linked to Recomaaéion No.6 of the Incheon Declaration on
“protection for citizens against hate speech” amdare determined to resist any attempt to dilute or
erode the secular character of Indian society.

SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES: Our members have also participated in variousratéminars,
workshops and conferences on issues such as emtychtiman rights, sustainable development,
communal harmony, gender equality and other womisiges, minority and other social problems
held in different parts of the country and abrobesides organizing and participating in different
religious festivals and commemorative events.

For instance, Dr Deepali Bhanot participated in thdl Religions Conference for World
Peace” organized by Gelug Committee for Celebratiegkindness of His Holiness the Dalai Lama on
the occasion of his Eightiebirthday at Habitat Centre, New Delhi on theMarch 2016.

She presented a paper on “Educational DevelopnféMomen in India: Issues and Challenges” at a
Symposium on Educational Development of Women didrand Iran: Issues and Challenges jointly
organized by the Department of Sociology, Jamididiklamia University and Culture House of
Islamic Republic of Iran, New Delhi at Jamia Millslamia, in New Delhi on 1Bebruary 2016.
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She also presented a Paper at the Conferencetiiyl&kiralism Possible: The Promise and Challenge
of Religious Peacebuilding” held at Dhaka Univigrbly and organized by World Faiths Development
Dialogue (WFDD), BRAC University’s Department of &mmics and Social Sciences, and Dhaka
University’s Center for Interreligious and Interubl Dialogue on October 3, 2015.

Dr Bhanot spoke on the “The Relevance of Dialogu&aday’s World” at an inter-faith symposium
held in New Delhi on the 20th of January 2016 amdhcasion of the visit to India dfadam Maria
Voce,President of the Focolare Movement and Dr. JestialV Vice-President, Focolare Movement.
Dr Bhanot attended the ACRP Associate Secretar@®fal’'s meeting at Seoul on 23-to 26 November
2015.

FUTURE FOCUSON“UNITY AND HARMONY™": Lastly, the point that | wish to stress herées t
theme of the Eighth Assembly: namely “Unity and tdany in Asia.” Unity and Harmony should
continue to be ACRP’s main focus, both within nati@nd between the nations in Asia-Pacific region.
Because without unity there cannot be harmony;auttharmony, especially religious harmony, there
cannot be development and progress; without predhese cannot be justice; and without justicegher
cannot be Peace. | hope we will keep this as @in fiocus as we strive to make ACRP as a “Multi-
Religious Movement for Peace in Asia” in the mordhs years ahead.
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