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This report for 2015 — 16 has been prepared foAreual General Meeting (AGM) of the Australian phex of
Religions for Peace in Canberra (Jund’)1nd for the annual executive meeting of the Aomference of
Religions for Peace in Seoul on'2Z 3T April, 2016. The past twelve months since thet fiistoric AGM in
Canberra for the first time outside Melbourne fafliog its founding in Melbourne in the very early70% has been
characterized by the further structural consolatatof the RfP Australia network and some very wottie

activities.

GENERAL REVIEW OF THE AUSTRALIAN INTERFAITH AND MUL TICULTURAL CONTEXT AND
OF RfP AUSTRALIA

Australia is a successful multicultural and intéhifanation state whose population continues to gstsengly,
especially from India and China, and through reéugerivals as well as the growth of its economyutio
economic headwinds have arrived with the end ofntirding boom. The national political context hamained
fluid with another change in Prime Minister andtwit forthcoming national election. One continuiaga over
many years has concerned asylum seekers, themalaby boat, their detention in offshore detentmantres in
Nauru and Manus Island (PNG) and the detentionhdfiren though there are now said to be no mortn
being held in detention. Religious leaders havenbe®y vocal and outspoken in their opposition twernment
policy in calling for a more compassionate respaasg a much greater intake of refugees and asyhakess —
this has happened but not to the extent that idetke

As well as anti-Semitic attacks upon Jewish pedpleir synagogues and their other facilities ad a®lincreasing
concern about the treatment and persecution ostms in Arabic-speaking countries, Islamopholais &lso been
increasing, driven by overseas events of religiirsépired terrorism and by small but noisy locatist groups
opposed to the spread of Islam in Australia, irtipalar the building of mosques. Controversy hasufed on the
regional city of Bendigo where the small Muslim goomity wishes to build a mosque. It is also thg wihere the
largest Buddhist Stupa in the Western world is @&inilt. Two racist groups and their extremist atist opponents
have clashed several times, but the courts at deggl have approved the building of mosques. RtRtrlia
played a behind-the-scenes role through the Vatd?olice Multifaith Council in supporting the Mumsli
community and facilitating the establishment of Bendigo Interfaith Council — Professor Cahill wviae keynote
speaker at its inaugural dinner ©he Challenge of Compassion in a Global Age, drawing attention to the fact that
Islam was practiced on Australian soil before Glaisty by the (now) Indonesian fishermen who caameoss to

Australian shores to collect sea slugs for hundoég®ars until the start of the twentieth century.



In my last report, | drew attention to the siege @afé Lindt in the heart of the Sydney C.B.D. whigdined
worldwide attention. The coroner is in the procefhis formal hearing and it is very clear that theer gunman,
whilst showing the ISIS flag, was psychiatricalligtdrbed in a serious way. There has much condeontahe
radicalization of young Muslims to fight with IslanState in Iraq and Syria and also about theisibdes return.
The most serious incidents have been when a ragidayoung man, several days after his passportakas from
him, was shot by police in Melbourne after he triedill them with a knife and another young manSydney
killed a Chinese police employee in a street attéttvever, the overwhelming mainstream populat®able to
distinguish between Mainstream Islam and the vemnalis radicalized element. The Muslim leadership has

remained firm in its denunciations of all terroists as an abuse and misuse of their religiodgitra.

Another continuing issue has been the clericadcbélx abuse scandal which has been impacting o8htistian,
particularly Catholic, communities but also on Buddhist, Hindu and Jewish communities — a Royah@ission

under Justice McClelland is presently addressirgissue, and will make its findings in 2017.

RfP Australia

Regarding the operation of RfP Australia, it hasittmed to consolidate its national structure and
communication network through regular telephonetmgs. Links with the Centre for Interfaith and Guél
Dialogue at Griffith University in Queensland habeen strengthened through Dr Brian Adams who
successfully organized the second G20 Interfaitimi8it last November in Istanbul alongside the megth
the world’s political leaders. The 2016 G20 Intghfe&Summit will be held in China. At the end of Z)lhe
interfaith convenor in the Northern Territory peipated in the national hook-up for the first titugh
there is not presently a functioning interfaith ywoin Darwin. But there had been a special eventhen
International Day of Peace.

For all groups in the six states and two territgrigtnances and additional membership, especiéliyoonger
members, continue to be stumbling blocks in thectioning and growth of the organization. The major
achievement of the year was the sponsoring of daeeas of the Grand Mufti of Australia within Parfient
House in Canberra. Speaking through an interpre@mgave an eloquent and poetic address on Islam an
Islam’s links with Australia. The second speakerswiae Archbishop of the Chaldean Catholic Church in
Australia who had been born in Mosul.

Website

Our website \ww.religionsforpeaceaustralia.org)ahrough the daily work of our webmaster, Chrisried,

continues to expand. In 2015, it received 842,4i4, hepresenting an increase of 18.59 per cent thee
previous year. There were 236,932 page reads (aatecof 5.90%) with 50,039 visits, an increasg.éfper
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cent. The popular downloads were (1) Living PopenEis’ Vision of Faith (2) The Golden Rule for Irfeath
and (3) Discovering Buddha: Special Religious bndion materials. The most popular articles were (a
Australia’s religious profile from the 2011 cengii the list of worldwide RfP affiliates and (c)ett2004
research studyReligion, Cultural Diversity and Safeguarding Australia. Much online attention was paid to
interfaith and climate change, the New South Walé@men’s Interfaith Network and thdostra Aetate event
held at the Great Synagogue in Sydney.

In its small but significant way, RfP Australia hpkyed its role at national and State/Territoryels in
working for interfaith and multicultural harmony & country where 43 per cent of the population ®f 2
million are either immigrants or have at least paeent who was born outside Australia. With its sibit
has continued to provide a very welcome serviceonbt nationally but internationally.

SPECIFIC DESCRIPTIONS OF ACTIVITIES IN 2015 — 2016

Many customary and some innovative activities o@iacross Australia. At the national level, pragan is
being made to incorporate acknowledgement of theri§gmal ownership of the land into the RfP constdn
alongside an attempt to have a similar acknowledgenm the Australian constitution. It also workeih the
Australian Partnership of Religious Organizatiam®tigh the New South Wales branch in holding arfoai
Parliament House in Sydney &nilding a Community with special panels on the role of religious lgadéhe
role of young people and the role of women of faiflne national organization sponsored an Australian
representative, Nivy Balachandran of the Hindu itiaw, at an international RfP youth forum in Paris
Contact has been made to endeavour to resurredtidheZealand national chapter but efforts haveaso f
failed.

New South Wales

Additionally the New South Wales branch continuésl regular discussion forums with guest speakers,
including on Providing Culturally Sensitive Palliative Care, and an interactive workshop at the Great
Synagogue in Sydney to celebrate the fiftieth agns&ry of the Vatican Il interfaith declaratidwgstra Aetate,
with the participation of Archbishop Fisher and RiaBenjamin Elton. It also partnered the Sikh comityu

in deepening people’s knowledge about the Sikin fait

Victoria

RfP Victoria supported the Melbourne Interfaith @erand its director, Helen Summers, also a member
RfP’s executive irDine with You, for U.N. Interfaith Week, an outdoor interfaitimder held in Melbourne’s
city square. It has gained some research money finenVictorian Multicultural Commission to conduat
study of interfaith chaplaincy in schools, univiées, hospitals, prisons etc. In 2015, the stateegonent
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introduced a new policy for teaching religion invgonment schools and RfP Victoria worked with the
government in delivering six three-hour briefingsiens for religious instructors from the Baha'ydslhist,
Greek Orthodox, Hindu and Sikh traditions. The rplicy has not been well accepted and some grougs a
moving to establish their own full-time schools wigovernment support with backing from RfP Victodia
also sponsored a very well-attended seminar dutimeg U.N. Interfaith Week delivered at Melbourne
University by Peter Horsfield, Professor of Comnuation at RMIT University, orHuman Existence,
Religions and the Digital World.

Queendand

Besides organizing the G20 Interfaith Summit, Qe&ard’s Centre for Interfaith and Cultural Dialoguas
organizing thewho is My God? Series with public tours of a mosque and vari@amples as well as several
workshops on icons and religious imagery. It ha® giresented several Religious and Cultural Dityersi
Training workshops.

South Australia and Tasmania

The Multifaith Association of South Australia wasctised on the challenge of its own revitalizatiemd its
two seminars targeted climate change, includdiignanity at the Crossroads. How Spiritual Leadership Can
Affect Climate Change held at the University of South Australia. The Masian branch remains very active,
holding a forum in association with the multifathaplaincy at the University of Tasmania Remembering
Peace: Celebrating the International Day of Peace in the ANZAC Centenary Year.

IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN OF ACRP

Religions for Peace Australia has been fully suppenf the ACRP Strategic Action Plan that floweat of
the 2014 Incheon Assembly under the guidance oStwetariat. Whilst Australia has addressed mauiig o
aspects, it has yet to engage systematically Wwelptan.

Objective One: Engaging in the Promotion of PeaceWhilst some of the activities outlined above are
connected to peace, the national chapter has yetitolate a peace education strategy (1a). Alistalready
has anti-discrimination and anti-vilification lavesit there have been attempts in the last two yieavgater
down their provisions. The Australian chapter akidg many other groups has been active in lobbtong
prevent this, and the conservative government htgl@wn its proposals. Regarding tree planting itog
Canberra Interfaith Forum has established a peaieg in Canberra which it tends on a very regdesis,
and the Tasmanian branch has been involved inpleeging activities. Professor Cahill has begun kvon
formulating a research proposal on the qualityetifjrous leadership in urban communities acrosa Asd)
while many of the state branches have conductethaesron climate change (1e).



Objective Two: Engaging in Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation:While the Australian chapter is not
specifically engaged in the country specific iritias (2a — f), it has been involved in initiativies counter
violent extremism, including through the varioudiaties of RfP NSW and RfP Victoria’'s work with ¢h
Victoria Police. Most importantly, Griffith Univeity’s Centre for Interfaith and Cultural Dialoguasbeen
sponsoring the G20 Interfaith Summits.

Objective Three: Building Partnership: The four aspects do not directly relate to thetrglign chapter but it

is fully supportive of efforts to bring about pagtships with ASEAN and other government and
non-government organizations (3a) and with Asiaewréligious communities (3b) as well as deepening
ACRP's relationship with RfP International (3c).

Objective Four: Implementing the Commemorative Project (ACRP’s 48 anniversary): RfP Australia is
yet to engage with this objective except that Pyade Cahill is leading plans to publish a scholarly
accountable book on ACRP'’s history and the acéigitnh each member nation.

Objective Five: Strengthening the Organization and its Sustainabity: While most of the aspects of this
objective refer to ACRP itself, RfP Australia haalHor several years an action plan though noeasldped
as it could have been. In accordance with 5e, lapfah of action is being further developed, indched
addressing 5f.

Conclusion

| want to thank all the executive members acrosstralia for their support and great work, espegialir secretary,
Sue Ennis, and the office-holders in all our braschnd affiliates. | also want to thank the ACREr&ariat in
Tokyo because ACRP is becoming more professioni# ioperation. Our work is important and is pdrboilding

a multicultural and interfaith society and a peatafhd harmonious world.

Desmond P. Cahill (Prof.),
Chair, Religions for Peace Australia.
May 2016.



